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(57) ABSTRACT

In a method for adjusting a fan of an electronic device, a
sensor of the electronic device detects an instant work
environment temperature of an electronic component of the
electronic device. The detected temperature is obtained from
the sensor. The speed of the fan under the detected tempera-
ture and a speed of the fan to which it may be adjusted is
computed using a predefined algorithm based on prestored
values, obtained from experimentation. The fan is adjusted
to achieve a heat dissipation mode and an energy-saving
mode of the electronic device accordingly.
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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
ADJUSTING FAN OF ELECTRONIC DEVICE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The embodiments of the present disclosure relate to an
electronic device and method for adjusting fan of the elec-
tronic device.

2. Description of Related Art

An electronic component installed in an electronic device,
such as a CPU, usually depends on a fan to dissipate heat.
If a work environment temperature of the electronic com-
ponent is too high, a speed of a fan is increased to make a
heat dissipation. Otherwise, if the work environment tem-
perature of electronic component is too low, the speed of the
fan is reduced to save energy. However, the fan cannot be
adjusted automatically to reduce a work environment tem-
perature of the electronic component, and to save power of
the electronic device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an
electronic device including a fan adjustment system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of one embodiment of function
modules of the fan adjustment system in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
adjusting fan of the electronic device.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of one embodiment of a method for
computing values of “a”, “b”, and “c” in a predefined
algorithm relative to the electronic device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure, including the accompanying
drawings, is illustrated by way of examples and not by way
of limitation. It should be noted that references to “an” or
“one” embodiment in this disclosure are not necessarily to
the same embodiment, and such references mean “at least
one.”

In general, the word “module,” as used herein, refers to
logic embodied in hardware or firmware, or to a collection
of software instructions, written in a programming language.
In one embodiment, the program language may be Java, C,
or assembly. One or more software instructions in the
modules may be embedded in firmware, such as in an
EPROM. The modules described herein may be imple-
mented as either software and/or hardware modules and may
be stored in any type of non-transitory computer-readable
medium or other storage device. Some non-limiting
examples of non-transitory computer-readable media
include CDs, DVDs, flash memory, and hard disk drives.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an
electronic device 1 including a fan adjustment system 10.
The electronic device 1 comprises a storage device 12, at
least one processor 14, a sensor 16, an electronic component
18, and a fan 20. The electronic device 1 may be a PDA
(personal digital assistant) device, a smart phone, a personal
computer, or a tablet computer, for example.

In one embodiment, the storage device 12 (a non-transi-
tory storage device) may be an internal storage system, such
as a random access memory (RAM) for the temporary
storage of information, and/or a read only memory (ROM)
for the permanent storage of information. In some embodi-
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ments, the storage device 12 may be an external storage
system, such as an external hard disk, a storage card, or a
data storage medium.

The at least one processor 14 may include a processor
unit, a microprocessor, an application-specific integrated
circuit, and a field programmable gate array, for example.

The sensor 16 detects an instant work environment tem-
perature of the electronic component 18. The work environ-
ment can be identified as a place that electronic component
18 works in.

The electronic component 18 is an electronic component
in an electronic system. In the embodiment, the electronic
component 18 may be a CPU, a memory, a hard disk, for
example. Such electronic component 18 may use the fan 20
to dissipate heat.

In one embodiment, the fan adjustment system 10
includes a plurality of function modules which include
computerized codes or instructions that can be stored in the
storage device 12 and executed by the at least one processor
14 to provide a method for adjusting fan of the electronic
device 1.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of one embodiment of function
modules of the fan adjustment system 10 in FIG. 1. In the
embodiment, the fan adjustment system 10 may include a
detection module 100, an obtainment module 102, a com-
puting module 104, and an adjustment module 106. The
modules may comprise computerized codes in the form of
one or more programs that are stored in the storage device
12 and executed by the at least one processor 14 to provide
functions for implementing the fan adjustment system 10.
The functions of the function modules are illustrated in FIG.
3 and described below.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of one embodiment of a
method for adjusting fan of the electronic device 1. Depend-
ing on the embodiment, additional steps may be added,
others removed, and the ordering of the steps may be
changed.

In block S10, the detection module 100 detects the instant
work environment temperature of the electronic component
18 by means of the sensor 16.

In block S11, the obtainment module 102 obtains the
detected temperature from the sensor 16.

In block S12, the computing module 104 computes a
speed of the fan 20 relative to the detected temperature using
a predefined algorithm, wherein the computed speed of the
fan 20 can achieve a heat dissipation mode and energy-
saving mode of the electronic device 1. In the embodiment,
the predefined algorithm may be: y=a*x"2+b*x+c, where
“y” represents the speed of the fan 20, and “x” represents the
work environment temperature of the electronic component
18 detected by the sensor 16. The method for computing
values of “a”, “b”, and “c” are as described in FIG. 4.

In block S13, the adjustment module 106 adjusts the fan
20 of the electronic device 1 according to the computed
speed. In the embodiment, the heat dissipation mode is
defined as a mode for reducing the work environment
temperature of the electronic component 18, and the energy-
saving mode is defined as a mode for saving electric power
of the electronic device 1.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of one embodiment of a
method for computing the values of “a”, “b”, and “c”.
Depending on the embodiment, additional steps may be
added, others removed, and the ordering of the steps may be
changed.

In block S120, the obtainment module 102 obtains a
minimum temperature and a maximum temperature of the
work environment of the electronic component 18, and



US 9,436,241 B2

3

obtains an intermediate temperature between the minimum
temperature and the maximum temperature within a pre-
defined time period. The predefined time period may be
defined as one hour, for example.

In block S121, the obtainment module 102 obtains a
minimum speed of the fan 20 under the minimum tempera-
ture, and a maximum speed of the fan 20 under the maxi-
mum temperature, and obtains an intermediate speed of the
fan 20 under the intermediate temperature. In the embodi-
ment, the minimum speed, the maximum speed, and the
intermediate speed are chosen from more than one speed
which can achieve the heat dissipation mode and the energy-
saving mode under the minimum temperature, the maximum
temperature, and the intermediate temperature. The mini-
mum speed, the maximum speed, and the intermediate speed
of the fan 20 are values produced by experience, obtained
through testing experiments, and are stored in the storage
device 12 in advance.

In block S122, the computing module 106 puts the three
groups of values of the minimum temperature and the
minimum speed, the maximum temperature and the maxi-
mum speed, the intermediate temperature and the interme-
diate speed into the predefined algorithm, and computes the
values of “a”, “b” and “c”.

Although certain disclosed embodiments of the present
disclosure have been specifically described, the present
disclosure is not to be construed as being limited thereto.
Various changes or modifications may be made to the
present disclosure without departing from the scope and
spirit of the present disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. An electronic device, comprising:
at least one processor; and
a storage device storing a computer program including
instructions that, which executed by the at least one
processor, causes the at least one processor to:

control a sensor of the electronic device to detect a instant
work environment temperature of an electronic com-
ponent of the electronic device;

obtain the detected temperature from the sensor;

compute a speed of the fan under the detected temperature

using a predefined algorithm “y=a*x"2+b*x+c”,
wherein “y” represents the speed of the fan, “x” rep-
resents the instant work environment temperature of the
electronic component detected by the sensor, and “a”,
“b”, and “c” are computed by putting three groups of
experience values of the speed “y” and the work
environment temperature “x” into the predefined algo-
rithm;

adjust the speed of the fan according to the computed

speed.

2. The electronic device according to claim 1, wherein the
three experience values of the speed “y” are one minimum
speed, one maximum speed, and one intermediate speed of
the work environment of the electronic component in a
predefined time period, and the three experience values of
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the work environment temperature “x” are one minimum
temperature and one maximum temperature, and the inter-
mediate temperature.

3. A method for adjusting a fan of an electronic device, the
method comprising:

controlling a sensor of the electronic device to detect a

instant work environment temperature of an electronic
component of the electronic device;

obtaining the detected temperature from the sensor;

computing a speed of the fan under the detected tempera-

ture using a predefined algorithm “y=a*x"2+b*x+c”,
wherein “y” represents the speed of the fan, “x” rep-
resents the instant work environment temperature of the
electronic component detected by the sensor, and the
values of “a”, “b”, and “c” are computed by putting
three group of experience values of the speed “y” and
the work environment temperature “x” into the pre-
defined algorithm; and

adjusting the speed of the fan according to the computed

speed.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the three
experience values of the speed “y” are one minimum speed,
one maximum speed, and one intermediate speed of the
work environment of the electronic component in a pre-
defined time period, and the three experience values of the
work environment temperature “x” are one minimum tem-
perature and one maximum temperature, and the interme-
diate temperature.

5. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having stored thereon instructions being executed by a
processor of an electronic device, causes the processor to
perform a method for adjusting a fan of the electronic
device, the method comprising:

controlling a sensor of the electronic device to detect a

instant work environment temperature of an electronic
component of the electronic device;

obtaining the detected temperature from the sensor;

computing a speed of the fan under the detected tempera-

ture using a predefined algorithm “y=a*x"2+b*x+c”,
wherein “y” represents the speed of the fan, “x” rep-
resents the instant work environment temperature of the
electronic component detected by the sensor, and the
values of “a”, “b”, and “c” are computed by putting
three groups of experience values of the speed “y” and
the work environment temperature “x” into the pre-
defined algorithm; and

adjusting the speed of the fan according to the computed

speed.

6. The storage medium according to claim 5, wherein the
three experience values of the speed “y” are one minimum
speed, one maximum speed, and one intermediate speed of
the work environment of the electronic component in a
predefined time period, and the three experience values of
the work environment temperature “x” are one minimum
temperature and one maximum temperature, and the inter-
mediate temperature.



